Pope Pius XI
polemic campaign. It is meant to deal with Russia and
Communism*
The Pope has also organised a college called the
Collegium Russicum, and has started in other parts of the
world, notably in Galicia, and in Belgium, colleges for the
training of priests in the Byzantine Rite, who will one day
be prepared to enter Russia, He spends a great deal of
his time in studying oriental affairs, and makes a point
of promoting clergy of the Oriental Rite to high positions.
One feels that his own personal inclinations are more
closely hound up with getting over theological difficulties
of an agreement with the East and the Near East> than in
making close friendships with the democratic Churches
and ideals of the New World.
At his college in Rome he has now twenty-five students
studying for missionary work in Russia* Of these a third
are Russian, and the rest are drawn from other countries.
He does not intend to send these priests to Russia in the
near future. Rather when they have finished their training
would he send them to cities throughout the world,
where there are large Russian colonies. There they will
make contact with those of the Catholic faith already
carrying out their services in the Byzantine Rite. He
hopes that within twenty years there will be about two
hundred missionaries, and then should Russia still be
anti-religious, he will send priests into the Soviet,
The opinion of those in the College is that religion
in Russia is on the wane. They feel that all the Russian
propaganda about the possibility of Christian religions
practising in Russia is false. Frequently* in Germany and
in other countries, I have been able to attend conferences
between Russian Orthodox clergy and Catholic clergy.